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Terms of Reference
Study of Status of Implementation of Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act and Rules in Delhi
Save the Children
Save the Children is the leading independent child rights organization that fights for children's rights and delivers immediate and lasting improvement to children's lives worldwide.  Save the Children was founded in 1919 by Eglantyne Jebb, as a response to the condition in Europe immediately following the First World War. Save the Children, a federation of 28 members with similar vision, mission, and values for children, works in more than 110 countries to form a truly international movement for children. 

Save the Children has existed in India since the pre-Independence days. Save the Children, Bal Raksha, Bharat is the 28th independent member of the International Save the Children Alliance. The organization is working on 5 core themes, including elementary education, in 16 states and union territories and has reached over 4 million children across India.
Background of the study
The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act passed in 2009 came into effect from March 2010 aimed at providing to every child of the age of six to fourteen years the right to free and compulsory education in a neighborhood schools till the completion of elementary education. The act while emphasizing procuring of adequate infrastructure, trained teachers and better school management practices, attempted to ensure inclusive quality education. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA), a major flagship education programme in the country, was thus subsequently revised to meet the targets promised under the act. Subsequent to the act coming into effect, states one by one started to notify the model RtE rules to ensure free and compulsory education to each and every child up to elementary level. As of now (march 2013), All the states/UTs (35) have notified model RtE rules to ensure inclusive quality education
.

Apart from the DISE data, various reports and studies on the implementation of the RTE Act have been taken out by the civil society groups. Ministry of Human Resource and Development (Department of School Education and Literacy) took out the report on “Status on Right to Education Act” (2012-13) with the following statistics:
	Indicators
	National level
	Delhi level 

	Decentralized Grievance Redressal Mechanism
	20
	Not Notified

	Local Authority Notified
	26
	MC, NDMC, DCB

	% of Schools with SMC constituted
	88
	7

	25% Admission in private unaided schools at entry level
	27
	Notified

	CWSN enrollment
	21,75,768
	16,555

	% of Schools with ramp
	56
	57

	% of Schools with Playground
	57
	61


Major issues include availability of teachers and who are trained, functional School management Committees (SMCs) and School Development Plan (SDP) and its proper execution, separate and functional toilets for Girls, usable ramps for Children with Special need, safe drinking water. 

Various studies that have been done so far suffer from the following limitations;

· No comprehensive study available covering all Management Schools in Delhi

· Lack of authentic data available in the studies conducted by various civil groups 

· DISE data- lacks the scope of providing cause-effect relationship, or providing the analysis of ‘Why’ of the data

This study is being conducted in collaboration with DCPCR (Delhi Commission for Protection of Child’s Rights). The final results will be used by both Save the Children and DCPCR for advocacy for better implementation of the Act.
Overall Objectives of the Study
To examine the status of compliance of Right to Free and compulsory Education Act, 2009 and Delhi Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Rules, 2011 in Delhi.

Specific objectives

· To understand whether schools are meeting the prescribed infrastructure norms and providing all the entitlements to the children in need as mandated under RtE Act.

· To examine how the structures like SMC as mandated under RTE are working in the government schools.

· To explore whether the schools are providing child-friendly and inclusive environment in the schools.

· To assess the existing mechanism of grievance redressal in the schools in Delhi

Each of the areas of enquiry, namely, school infrastructure, governance structures, equity and inclusion and grievance redressal mechanisms, can be further broken down into a set of measurable indicators. These indicators are shown in a matrix given in Annex-1. These will form the basis for questions to be included in the study tools.
Methodology

1. Review of literature (both published and unpublished) produced by NUEPA, NCERT, SCERT, and various institutes of education which conduct research in education, various University departments/ centres in Education and Social Sciences and individual researchers. Reports such as Annual Work Plans of the state, JRM minutes etc. would also be reviewed along with reports of other States on RTE Compliance

2. Review of reports and complaints with DCPCR: DCPCR has received various notes from the government on progress of implementation of the RTE rules. Similarly, on the basis of various complaints received, the commission has identified gap areas in each section. These will be studied thoroughly for further analysis of the data.   

3. Qualitative research comprising In-Depth Interviews (IDI), Focus Group Discussions (FGD) and Site Observations in schools would be conducted to examine the compliance of RtE in Delhi.

4. Coverage: It is proposed to cover all twelve districts
 of Delhi and intended to cover the various schools falls under the different management structures viz. 

· Government Schools

· Government Aided Schools

· Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) Schools

· MCD Aided Schools

· MCD Unaided Schools recognized by MCD (Unaided schools)

· New Delhi Municipal Corporation (NDMC) Schools

· Delhi Cantonment Board 

· Private Schools recognized by Department of Education (Unaided schools)

The study universe will exclude the following categories:

· Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya

· Kendriya Vidyalaya

· Rashtriya Pratibha Vidyalaya 

· Minority Schools 

· Residential Schools (Ashram Shala) 

Though some parameters (such as ban on corporal punishment) apply to all the schools, most of the provisions of Right to Education are not covered in these schools. Hence, they are excluded from the study universe.

Sampling Approach

The unit of sampling will be school, since we aim to measure the change at school level. The consultant may suggest a suitable sampling approach, keeping in view that the suggested sample size should be large enough so as to enable us to make statistically valid statements about the status of implementation of the Act in Delhi. Also, all categories of schools and all administrative districts in Delhi should find representation in the sample. The district-wise and category-wise distribution of schools is shown in Annex-2.
Nature and duration of assignment 

Time Frame

This would be a Consultancy Contract for duration of 2 months with pre-agreed payment schedule. The process is expected to begin in the month of Mid-June and continue to August.

Team’s Qualifications
The consultant should have relevant experience on the issue of education and have proven skills in conducting research on education and especially implementation of RTE Act. The consultant should also have proven ability to work within multi-disciplinary team. Good writing skills are preferable.  
Deliverables

· Inception report -The final methodology and tools, and activity plan 

· Raw data

· Draft report 

· Final report 

· Dissemination materials – Presentation of key findings, achievements and learnings.
Procedure for Application

· Interested organizations may please send their organization’s profile mentioning details of experience in conducting surveys and providing details of the research team.

· Organization must present a broad proposal in two parts 

· Technical: providing the technical specifications like an estimate of the sample size, methodology, type of tools to be used for data collection, analysis plan and proposed time-frame. Based on this approach and framework, the consultant will need to specify in detail the time requirements and implementation schedule in table as a part of the proposal 

· Conducting pilot testing and finalizing review questionnaire

· Develop the training protocol, quality assurance procedures

· Recruit field staff 

· Organize training and orientation of field staff 

· Carry out field level data collection  

· Process and analyze data and submit baseline report (draft and final)

· Prepare PowerPoint presentation for dissemination of study findings 

· Financial: mentioning the expected budget for the assignment with head-wise breakup.  

· The proposal needs to be submitted within a week’s time

· As the shortlisted consultant/ would need to interact with children, s/he need to sign and abide by Save the Children’s Child Protection Policy  

· Only short-listed bidders will receive an acknowledgment and will be called for personal interaction.

� The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Act 2009: The Second Year, available at �HYPERLINK "http://ssa.nic.in/"�http://ssa.nic.in/� retrieved on 21.06.2012


� As per academic zoning of Delhi state
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