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Elevate Children Post-2015 Advocacy Fund

Ending Violence against Children

Funding Guidelines and Criteria

I. Introduction

In 2014 the Elevate Children Funders Group undertook a scan of the post-2015 process in the context of Violence against Children (VaC) issues.  The purpose of this scan was to help Elevate Children determine whether or not to increase its support for advocacy and communications efforts to end VaC in the post-2015 process. 

After completing the scan, a sub-group of Elevate Children funders
 decided to engage further in the post-2015 process. The purpose of this engagement was to support advocates’ efforts to ensure that, in relation to VAC, the strongest possible language was contained within any new sustainable development agenda. 

To provide support to advocates and communicators, this sub-group of Elevate Children funders has established a pooled fund of approximately $325,000.  

This document provides relevant background and information on the criteria and application process for the fund.

II. Purpose

The purpose of the Ending VaC Post-2015 Advocacy Fund is to support advocacy and communications efforts which seek to ensure that the VaC-related targets currently contained within the Open Working Group (OWG) report on proposed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) remain and/or are strengthened in the new sustainable development agenda agreed by UN Member States in September 2015.  Advocacy efforts which support and/or strengthen VaC-related targets contained within Goal 16 will be prioritized.

Secondarily, while this fund will prioritize activities in the very near term (February through July 2015), efforts which support preparation for the implementation of the new VaC-related targets, in 2016 and beyond, will also be considered.   

III. Criteria for Funding

The fund will support nimble, timely and relevant activities which can best contribute to the fund’s purpose.

Such activities might include, for example:  public events; media briefings; lobby visits to capitals and corresponding events/briefings/meetings; journalists’ visits to key countries; strategic thought papers focused on key post-2015 issues such as finance, means of implementation and the links between VaC and other key post-2015 issues; staffing in key offices/organizations which directly supports advocacy and communications related to VaC in post- 2015. 

For specific information regarding the application process for the fund, please see the attached document: Application for the Post 2015 Advocacy Fund. 

The following will be taken into consideration when evaluating applications for funding (in no particular order):

1) Strategic Focus:

a. maintaining and/or strengthening VaC targets under Goal 16;

b. maintaining and/or strengthening other VaC related targets;

c. the development of VaC related indicators;

d. contributions to the financing for development and/or means of implementation elements of the post-2015 process

2) Timing:

a. Will the activity contribute to advocacy efforts before and/or during the intergovernmental negotiations on goals and targets beginning on March 23rd?

b. Will the activity contribute to advocacy efforts in the month of July, before or during the Financing for Development Conference in Ethiopia on July 13th and/or the final stage of the intergovernmental negotiations taking place throughout July?

3) Collaboration:

a. Does the funding request represent a joint proposal or otherwise contribute to coordinated advocacy and communications efforts?

b.  Does the request enable non-child focused agencies who are focusing on issues related to VaC to better engage in the post-2015 process?

4) Targets:

a. Is the proposal designed to impact and/or engage strategically important governments?

b. Will the proposal facilitate greater engagement on VaC issues in key capitols?

c. Will the proposal enable greater engagement with key parts of the UN system and other institutions influential in the post-2015 process?

IV. Examples
The fund is meant to support nimble, timely and effective activities now through 31 July. 
These might include:  public events; media briefings; lobby visits to capitols and corresponding events/briefings/meetings; journalists visits to key countries; the development of strategic thought papers focused on key post-2015 issues such as finance; means of implementation and the links between VaC and other key post-2015 issues; and staffing in key offices/organizations which directly supports advocacy and communications relative to VaC in post-2015. 

To see additional ideas events and activities which might qualify for support from the Ending VaC Post-2015 Advocacy Fund, please see the attached memo, “VaC Advocacy Framework for Post-2015 Targets” by Jonathan Rich.  
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